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The Harbor Bridge Project achieved triumphant milestones in 2025, culminating in
a defining moment for the new US 181 Cable-Stayed Bridge with the permanent
activation of the aesthetic lighting system on December 19. This transformation of
the Corpus Christi skyline reinforces the bridge’s status as a regional icon.

Key Milestone: Aesthetic Lighting Activation

The Harbor Bridge’s dynamic lighting system was fully activated in time to celebrate the
Christmas and New Year’s holidays. The aesthetic lighting packages integrate advanced Col-
or Kinetics ReachElite 300 Powercore LED floodlights and linear fixtures, strategically placed
across the bridge’s structural elements, to deliver visually stunning results.

¢ Stay Cables: High-output LED fixtures are mounted in the protected median atop the delta
frames to illuminate the twin stay cables with programmable color sequences.

¢ Delta Frames (beneath deck): Floodlights installed under the superstructure highlight the
distinctive delta-frame geometry, creating dramatic underdeck illumination.

e Upper and Lower Towers: Multiple tiers of fixtures positioned at varying elevations along
the inverted-Y pylons provide vertical accent lighting, emphasizing the bridge’s soaring 540-ft
towers.

¢ Tube Lights at Tower Tops: Linear LED tubes crown each tower, delivering a glowing pinnacle
to complete the display.

e Control System: A state-of-the-art, digitized lighting network coordinates all fixtures to
work together interchangeably, creating vibrant special effects. This system offers fully ad-
dressable, dynamic LED capabilities, allowing infinite color combinations and patterns. Cor-
rosion-resistant materials and enclosures ensure longevity and reliability in the harsh coastal
environment.

Industry Significance

The New Harbor Bridge lighting system exemplifies modern infrastructure aesthetics, blend-
ing progressive technology with architectural design. It positions Corpus Christi alongside
global cities that feature landmark bridges as illuminated icons, enhancing tourism, civic iden-
tity, and regional pride.

Ongoing Construction

¢ Cable-Stayed Bridge (CSB): Crews finalized installation of aesthetic lighting and maintenance
illumination packages, completing the visual and functional enhancements.

¢ Demolition: Deconstruction of the old Harbor Bridge main span unit was completed, and
all steel and concrete elements were transported for recycling. Dismantling the old Harbor
Bridge approach span truss members.

¢ Roadworks: Construction continued to complete the new E Causeway Boulevard frontage
road, expected to open on North Beach in January.

¢ Operations and Maintenance: Crews performed a project-wide cleanup and continued re-
locating equipment from the laydown yard on Winnebago to clear the area for the Harbor
Bridge Project Parks Mitigation Plan.

Summary

December 2025 delivered a project highlight that transcends engineering excellence. The
New Harbor Bridge now stands as a beacon of coastal beauty, its lighting system symboliz-
ing innovation and showcasing the Texas Department of Transportation’s commitment to the
Coastal Bend community. This achievement, combined with ongoing construction progress,
reinforces the project’s legacy as a transformative landmark for South Texas.
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