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Fall 2025 showcased the Harbor Bridge Project as a symbol of engineering ex-
cellence and community progress, earning top prestigious awards, and nation-
al publication spotlights while advancing critical construction milestones. These 
achievements reinforce the project’s legacy as a catalyst for economic growth, 
maritime expansion, and multimodal connectivity for generations to come.
Key Achievements and Awards
The US 181 New Harbor Bridge recently earned multiple acclaimed awards, reinforcing its 
status as a transformative infrastructure project.
• American Segmental Bridge Institute (ASBI) ‘2025 Bridge Award of Excellence’: Ranked
#1 segmental bridge in the nation. This award is the highest honor in the segmental bridge
industry, recognizing projects that advance design and construction standards. The new
US 181 Harbor Bridge achieved two global records: the longest precast segmental main
span at 1,661 ft and the widest delta-frame cross-section at 150 ft. Technical innovations
included high-performance concrete mixes achieving 10 ksi compressive strength, ep-
oxy-coated and filled stay cable strands for superior corrosion protection, and a 170-year
design life. Segmental construction utilized 698 precast box-girder segments, 84 delta
frames, and 76 pairs of stay cables installed using balanced cantilever methods with ad-
vanced geometry control systems. These accomplishments position the Harbor Bridge as
a global benchmark for sustainable, resilient infrastructure.
• Roads & Bridges – ‘Top 10 Bridges’: Secured the #1 spot for engineering complexity,
aesthetic design, improved traffic flow, and economic impact to enable post-Panamax
vessel access through the Corpus Christi Ship Channel and boost regional commerce.
• Texas Department of Transportation’s ‘Journey Toward Excellence Award’: Honoring
leadership, innovation, and stewardship throughout nearly a decade of planning and ex-
ecution. This award highlights exemplary traffic management, environmental mitigation,
and stakeholder engagement strategies that set a benchmark for future projects.
• American Infrastructure Magazine – ‘Bridge of the Year’: Celebrated for blending en-
gineering excellence with community benefits, including a shared-use path, scenic over-
look, and dynamic LED lighting system that transforms the city skyline.
These accolades reflect the project’s role as a national model for design-build delivery,
sustainability, and public involvement.
Ongoing Construction
• Roadworks conducted multiple nightly lane closures project-wide to complete final
surface paving, install permanent signage, and advance aesthetic lighting beneath the
cable-stayed bridge (CSB) deck. Traffic was successfully switched from the Burleson Fly-
over Bridge (BFB) to the northbound frontage road (E Causeway Blvd) on North Beach,
followed by demolition and removal of BFB remnants.
• CSB crews completed dynamic LED aesthetic lighting and finalized maintenance illumi-
nation packages for enhanced safety and visual appeal.
• Demolition operations progressed on dismantling the old Harbor Bridge, including the
removal of first truss members, deck nodes, and the bridge deck above piers, with contin-
ued deconstruction of the main span components, which are staged at the laydown yard
for processing.


