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September marked historic milestones for the Harbor Bridge Project with 
full connectivity to the new bridge and the final closure of its predecessor.

Key Milestones
• Beach Avenue Exit and North Beach Access: On September 3, the Beach Avenue Exit opened, 
providing direct access from northbound US 181 to North Beach. This improvement signifi-
cantly enhances traffic flow and regional connectivity, reducing travel times and improving
access to major attractions such as the Texas State Aquarium and USS Lexington. The new
alignment eliminates previous detours, creating a safer, more efficient route for residents and
visitors. Additional circulation improvements included opening Burleson Street U-turns and
East Causeway Boulevard to one lane, supporting phased traffic management. The Burleson
Flyover Bridge was permanently closed to accommodate the new alignment.
• Shared-Use Path (SUP): The full length of the SUP opened September 3, granting 24-hour
access to pedestrians and cyclists from both ends of the bridge. Safety features include 10-
foot protective fencing, ADA-compliant slopes, reinforced concrete decking, and lighting sys-
tems. The SUP now offers a scenic 4.5-mile round trip with uninterrupted access, promoting
multimodal transportation and recreational opportunities. Aesthetic signs are permanently
installed at the SUP parking lots and entrances to welcome fitness enthusiasts.
• Legacy Bridge Closure: The 1959 Harbor Bridge permanently closed on September 3, mark-
ing the end of an era and clearing the way for demolition activities. Construction crews ob-
served increased pedestrian activity in the weeks leading up to the closure as locals paid
homage to the landmark structure.
• Bayfront & Downtown Connectivity: On September 4, the southwest loop opened, linking
southbound US 181 to southbound IH 37 and providing seamless access to the Bayfront and
SEA District areas.

Ongoing Work
• Frontage Road and Streetscape Enhancements: Crews continued curb and sidewalk instal-
lations along frontage roads and restoration of inlets to City of Corpus Christi streets to im-
prove drainage and pedestrian safety. These improvements enhance walkability and integrate
with city infrastructure for long-term resilience.
• Demolition Preparations: Heavy-lift quipment staging and structural support installation
continued to lower the old Harbor Bridge main span, including staging of heavy-lift equip-
ment and traffic control planning.
• Traffic Volume: Early traffic counts indicate vehicles per day are now utilizing the new Har-
bor Bridge and Beach Avenue exit, demonstrating rapid adoption and improved commuter
confidence.
• Safety Monitoring: SUP lighting and surveillance systems were tested for continuous oper-
ation to ensure safe 24-hour access and compliance with security standards.

Summary
In September 2025, transformative connectivity was delivered: the Beach Avenue exit opened, 
the SUP became fully operational, and the old Harbor Bridge closed permanently. With new 
loop ramp access to the Bayfront and Downtown areas, enhanced frontage improvements, 
and robust safety features, the Harbor Bridge Project now offers improved mobility and ac-
cess for all commuters. Preparations for dismantling the legacy structure are underway, en-
suring continued progress toward a modernized transportation network for the region.


