
@Harbor Bridge Project

Toll Free: 1.877.227.4144 • Public Information:  publicinformation@harborbridgeproject.com

May 2026

US 181 
HARBOR BRIDGE
PROJECT
Monthly Status Report 

CONNECT WITH US

1620 N Port Avenue  |  Corpus Christi, Texas 78401  |  T: 361.288.2900  |  www.harborbridgeproject.com

@HarborBridgeProject

@HarborBridgePrj

US 181 Harbor Bridge Project Construction Update 
Late this spring, HBP crews began targeted excavation and grading operations 
along the slopes of the Salt Flat Channel in Corpus Christi. The objective is to 
precisely shape the landscape to engineered elevations and slopes that are 
essential for effective drainage, mat installation, and lasting channel stability 
as part of the Harbor Bridge Replacement Project. 
Once the topography is established, crews will install articulated concrete 
mats made of flexible, fabric-formed panels with interconnected compart-
ments and cables over the prepared surface. These mats are then filled with 
a concrete-like grout that hardens into interlocking blocks, forming a resilient 
protective layer that conforms to the channel’s contours while withstanding 
erosion and high water flows. This process stabilizes the channel, safeguards 
slopes and banks against erosion and scour, and supports long-term drainage 
improvements aligned with TxDOT’s broader mission to enhance safety, con-
nectivity, and mobility along the US 181 corridor. Throughout construction, 
project managers and environmental specialists closely monitor the area to 
minimize impacts on marine life and ensure full compliance with environ-
mental permits and project commitments.
Ongoing reconstruction of IH 37 from N Mesquite Street to the South Inter-
change at US 181 continues in a highly focused phase. Crews are working 
to complete drainage packages, traffic barrier placement, curb and gutter 
installation, and paving to realign new mainlanes leading to and from the 
Bayfront gateway. By mid-July, northbound IH 37 traffic will shift onto a new-
ly constructed lane, continuing straight toward the Calallen area. When this 
new lane opens, the northbound IH 37 exit ramp to Martin Luther King Drive 
frontage road and the ramp to northbound US 181 will close for up to three 
weeks as the final alignment is completed. During these ramp closures, mo-
torists should continue on IH 37, exit at Port Avenue/Nueces Bay, U-turn at 
Nueces Bay, and merge onto southbound IH 37 to access the direct connec-
tors for northbound US 181 and southbound SH 286.
For the latest updates, please follow @HarborBridgeProject on Facebook 
and X, or visit our website at www.harborbridgeproject.com. We post reg-
ular traffic advisories to keep commuters informed of upcoming road clo-
sures and detours. Motorists are encouraged to plan alternate routes, follow 
posted signage, expect slow-moving traffic, and use extra caution in active 
work zones. Our Public Information office continuously monitors community 
events to help prevent closures during high-traffic periods. Wishing everyone 
a safe and enjoyable summer—and a happy 250th birthday to America the 
Beautiful!


