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US 181 Harbor Bridge Earns International Recognition

In June, the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) US 181 New Harbor
Bridge received two of the world’s most prestigious bridge and structural engineer-
ing honors in 2026, recognizing the project’s exceptional innovation, design, and
construction achievements.

At the 43rd International Bridge Conference in National Harbor, Maryland, the
bridge was awarded the George S. Richardson Medal, presented annually to a sin-
gle recent outstanding achievement in bridge engineering that demonstrates ex-
cellence in design, construction, research, or education.

In addition, the bridge was named the winner of the 2026 fib Award for Outstand-
ing Concrete Structures in the Civil Engineering category. Presented by the Inter-
national Federation for Structural Concrete (fib) in Lisbon, Portugal, this highly re-
garded award is bestowed only once every four years and recognizes projects that
exemplify innovation, design excellence, construction quality, sustainability, and
long-term impact.

Beyond its engineering accomplishments, the bridge enhances mobility and safety
throughout the Corpus Christi region, improves pedestrian and bicycle access, and
increases navigational clearance over the Corpus Christi Ship Channel to support
continued growth and economic development in the region.

Congratulations to TxDOT, FlatironDragados, and the Engineer of Record joint ven-
ture partners, Arup and Carlos Fernandez Casado, S.L. (CFCSL), as well as all proj-

ect partners whose expertise, collaboration, and dedication made this landmark
achievement possible.

IH 37 Restoration and Realignment: Roadwork crews continue working day and
night, preparing to open new northbound IH 37 lanes for commuters leaving the
Bayfront area to continue toward Calallen. The construction corridor along IH 37
from Mesquite Street to US 181 is evolving as crews continue working day and
night to open northbound IH 37 lanes for commuters leaving the Bayfront area to
continue toward Calallen.

City Streets: Construction to improve drainage, restore pavement, widen, and build
sidewalks continues along portions of North Broadway, Power, and Frank Streets
within the Harbor Bridge Replacement Project limits.

Shared-Use Path Parking Access: We've received a few questions about where to
park for pedestrian access to the US 181 Harbor Bridge Shared-Use Path entrances.
For the Southside trailhead entrance at Sam Rankin Street, please use the parking
lot on Lake Street near Winnebago, next to the large replica bridge segment. The
sidewalk from Lake Street to Sam Rankin Street remains open during the City of
Corpus Christi’s ongoing park construction in the area.

For the North Beach trailhead entrance near Beach Avenue, please use the parking
lot beneath US 181, located between East and West Causeway Boulevards near
Churchdale Avenue.
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